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AN INITIATIVE OF EARLY LEARNING PA
May 23, 2018
Dear Legislator,

As members of the Pre-K for PA Leadership Council, we thank you for your commitment to growing access to high-quality
pre-k. Over the last three years, more than 10,000 eligible children have gained access to high-quality programs like
Pennsylvania Pre-K Counts and Head Start State Supplemental Assistance. Despite these historic gains, 61 percent of eligible
three- and four-year-olds (more than 106,000 children) lack access to publicly funded high-quality pre-k in the
commonwealth.

As such, Pennsylvania is losing ground as compared to other states providing high-quality pre-k. Currently, the
commonwealth ranks 18th in per capita pre-k investments when compared to 30 other states who have comparable
programs.

Looking ahead to the 2018-19 state budget, we again urge you to position Pennsylvania to provide access to Pennsylvania
Pre-K Counts and Head Start State Supplemental Assistance for all eligible children and begin to address middle-class pre-k
affordability concerns by 2022.

Specifically, we ask you to expand state-funded pre-k opportunities to an additional 4,400 eligible children by supporting
the proposed $40 million increase in the final 2018-19 state budget. Additionally, we ask you to also prioritize funding for
other early learning initiatives like expanding the reach of high-quality child care and evidence-based home visiting
programs.

Research is clear that continued investments in high-quality pre-k will set us on a path to reduce educational, public welfare
and incarceration costs and have the most important added benefit of ensuring that all children are ready to succeed.

Thank you very much for taking the time to consider this correspondence.

Sincerely,
Mark Schweiker Ed Rendell Jim Cawley
44th Governor 45th Governor 32nd Lieutenant Governor
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