
Access to High Quality Pre-k
Gives All Children the Opportunity to Learn

Ready to Learn. When children arrive to 
kindergarten ready to learn, they are best 
able to take advantage of the educational 
benefits of classroom learning.1 A child’s 
brain is 90% developed by age 5, making 
the early years a crucial time in a child’s 
development.2 

Pre-k Leads to Success in School. 
Children with access to high-quality pre-k 
are more likely to advance grades and 
have improved social skills.3

Quality is Key. Far too many children 
attend pre-k programs that lack the key 
elements to ensure they are ready for 
kindergarten. High-quality pre-k includes 
developmentally appropriate curriculum, 
knowledgeable and well-trained program 
staff and educators, and comprehensive 
services that support children’s overall development.
Pre-k Works. The percentage of 4-year-olds with proficient academic and social skills 
more than tripled after participating in PA Pre-K Counts programs and increased more 
than six-fold after participating in Head Start Supplemental Assistance Programs in 
2012-13.4

Investing in our Kids and our Future. Education investment must start early, before 
the achievement gap is too wide and very costly to overcome.5 However, the amount of 
public funds currently available for pre-k in PA is only enough to help fewer than 20% 
of 3- and 4-year-olds access high-quality programs.6 Since the annual cost can be as 
high as a family’s rent, mortgage or the cost of college tuition, too many families cannot 
afford high-quality pre-k essential to their children's success. 
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